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“I’ve got to get out of here.  When I’m 18, I can get out of here.” 
These are not uncommon phrases heard from high school students in Kingman, Arizona. I was one of those students. I wanted a better life; one where new experiences and cultures waited for me around every corner. 

My father’s plan to help me achieve my goals was simple.  We would move to Scottsdale when he retired, his kids would go to school at ASU, we would visit family in California as often as possible, and live happily ever after vacationing in some new exotic place every year.

Unfortunately that plan was shattered in the summer of 1998 when my father suffered a fatal heart attack. I was 16-years-old and my brother was 14. We were orphans.  We moved to California to live with my eldest half-sister.  She unselfishly offered to adopt us and take us into her home, but living in California wasn’t to my taste.  The classes I needed to finish my education were not available, my new “friends” were unusually superficial and I found that the shock of the move left me depressed and unmotivated.  I visited my hometown as often as possible.

On Thanksgiving my best friend’s parents, the Fields, offered to let me stay with them in Kingman until I finished high school. I wanted so badly to be back with my friends, the people I knew, and the school I loved.  The Field family welcomed me into their home as one of their own.  They even scrambled to get gifts for me at the last minute so that I wouldn’t feel left out at Christmas. The next two years went by quickly and soon I graduated and moved to Phoenix to attend Arizona State University. 
With the help of the Armstrong family, and their gracious foundation, I was able to attend ASU with little worry of how I was to pay for school. During my freshman year I asked Jim Armstrong about internship opportunities with his company, JDA Software, Inc. I interviewed with a few departments and accepted a summer filing position in the accounting department. Jim had always stressed the importance of obtaining work experience while we were in school, so at the end of the summer I worked out a part time schedule with my department.  
I worked in the accounts receivable department at JDA for 3 years and was then promoted to the contracts department.  During this time, I joined the honors accounting society Beta Alpha Psi and interviewed with some of the top accounting firms in the valley. My work experience set me above other applicants and Deloitte and Touche, LLP offered me a position as an auditor for the 2006 season.
Four and a half years after coming to Phoenix I have accomplished more than I could possibly have imagined.  I have received a job offer from a prestigious accounting firm and I was married to a Sergeant in the U.S. Air Force I met at the end of my freshman year. With the work experience JDA provided, the scholarship the Armstrong Family Foundation awarded, and the support the entire Armstrong family gave generously every time I needed to feel a sense of belonging, I have achieved things I would have never even hoped for.   
