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One of the best days of my life was the day that Jim and Jo-Ann Armstrong told me that they would support me as an undergraduate student.  I knew that my life had significantly changed, because I would be given a chance to do something that no one in my family had ever done before: attend college.  With deep appreciation, I accepted not only their support, but also their exciting challenge to excel at a university.    
Unbeknownst to me, the Armstrong’s support would prove far greater than I could have ever imagined.  This is because being an Armstrong Scholar is about more than receiving an award; it is about making a difference, working hard, and developing critical skills necessary for success.  Being a scholar is about having confidence in your capabilities.  By believing in me, the Armstrong family made is possible for me to believe in myself.

An important part of being a scholar is giving back to the community.  Among the many available volunteer opportunities through the scholarship program, one was traveling to Agua Prieta, Mexico, every semester to perform volunteer work.  We worked side by side with community members to help them improve their lives.  It was always an inspiring experience that provided valuable perspective.  After my first visit to Mexico, I no longer felt disadvantaged, but instead felt blessed.  Even now as a graduate, I am compelled to continue volunteering.  This is because one of the greatest gifts I received as a scholar was the knowledge that I could make a difference in the lives of others.            
The scholarship program was a supportive presence throughout my undergraduate career.  In addition to volunteer trips to Mexico and group events, we celebrated “Canadian Thanksgiving” at the Armstrong’s home.  We also had yearly meetings with the Armstrong’s, where progress was evaluated and new yearly goals were set.  This support was critical, because it made me part of a family that cared about what I did.  I was accountable for my performance, which gave me an incentive to do well.  I experienced academic achievement as a result of this accountability.

The Armstrong family was willing to meet my unique needs as a student.  They agreed to pay for summer classes when necessary, and even helped me purchase a bicycle.  Further, they funded an additional semester of classes so that I could pursue an internship opportunity.  The Armstrongs made these accommodations because my success was most important to them.  It was a great feeling to know that they believed in me enough to support my decisions.    
I will never forget the support of the Armstrongs.  That support filled me with hope for my future, and that hope stays with me.  Their support has also filled my siblings with hope, who now know through my achievements that college is an attainable goal.  Due to the Armstrong Family Foundation, the entire future of my family has changed for the better.    
